BRAZORIA COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES
SEMAP SELF-ASSESSMENT
INDICTOR 7. EXPANDED HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

The Brazoria County Housing Authority promotes greater housing opportunity for families encouraging them to move to areas with low poverty and minority concentration.

The BCHA does the following:

· Identify the un-impacted areas through maps provided for applicants and participants

· Hold landlord workshops to educate landlords on the Section 8 program.

· A presentation is given during the workshop and written materials are distributed.

· Landlords of all areas of the county including areas of low poverty and minority concentration are invited to the workshop and encouraged to participate in the program.

· The rental stock in the areas without concentration of very low-income and minority residents are surveyed to identify vacant units.

· Ads and articles are placed in owner/landlord, managers, and investor newsletters.

· Tax credit investors are monitored for proper participation to meet their responsibilities as participants using the Section 8 HCVP in conjunction with their other subsidies.

· Applicants are provided with information about general locations and characteristics of neighborhoods to applicants and participants.*

· A listing of available units for Section 8 participants are provided in the briefing packet for families being newly admitted and those moving at the time of annual.*
· Applicants and participants are advised of portability provisions that may be available in the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.*

· Applicants and participants are made aware that they may choose any unit within the BCHA’s jurisdiction as long and the unit meets the program requirements.*

· Section 8 applicants and participants are provided a map which identifies areas of low-poverty and minority concentrations.  Applicants are referred to all areas of the county.*

* is required to meet the SEMAP indicator
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