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LOW-RENT AND SECTION 8
NATURAL DISASTER RESPONSE POLICY
(Emergency Action Plan Policy)
FOR THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS

LOW-RENT AND SECTION 8
NATURAL DISASTER RESPONSE POLICY
                                                                                                                                           (Emergency Action Plan Policy)
                                                                                                                                                                     
All section of the nation, including the Texas City area, are susceptible to natural disasters such as those that result from floods, hurricanes and tornados.  This statement outline the Housing Authority of the City of Texas City’s (herein referred to as PHA) policy on actions it
will take to assist PHA residents and the general public when such natural disasters occur.  The Housing PHA will comply with and cooperate with the City of Texas City on it’s Natural Disaster Response Policy.
                                                          
A.        	Assistance to PHA Residents
                                                          
 1.         The PHA will reprogram unobligated modernization/capital improvement funds to address natural disaster needs in Public Housing, but only to the extent these needs are in excess of expected reimbursements from insurance and other sources such as from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
                                                          
2.         If PHA residents are displaced as a result of a natural disaster, they will be assisted under special admissions as a continuously assisted family, meaning that even if the family’s income is low (rather than very low) they will not be denied assistance based upon their income.

3.         All existing Low-Rent and Section 8 residents who are displaced as a result of a natural disaster, will be housed immediately in other available low-rent units and/or with the use of Section 8 vouchers designated by HUD as disaster related assistance.
                                                          
B.         	Assistance to General Public
                                                          
The PHA will provide the following assistance to low-income, disaster-displaced families in the community.
                                                          
 1.         The Section 8 Department will house families who are impacted by a disaster under Special Admissions.  Special Admissions families will be assisted without regard to whether they are currently on the Section 8 waiting list or their status on the waiting list.  This action is contingent on HUD designation of disaster-related assistance.
                                                          
2.         The PHA will apply to HUD for additional rental vouchers to assist low-income families displaced by disasters.  These vouchers will be used to provide families immediate assistance to find affordable housing on the open market, with rents generally limited to thirty percent (30%) of income.
                                                          
3.         The PHA will use vacant units in low-income public housing to temporarily house disaster-displaced families regardless of their eligibility for public housing.  The PHA will also use other suitable available space, such as community areas, warehouse and storage space to house families for the duration of the emergency.
                                                          
4.         The PHA will comply with all waivers deemed by HUD to be appropriate to assist disaster-displaced families.
