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How strict are you with your smoke alarm non-tampering policy?  Do you fine?  
Do you immediately evict?  How many violations before you evict? 
 
We are very strict.  First offense 100.00.  Second offense - eviction. 
*** 
We are VERY strict.  We give one warning, then charge 100 + a full month's rent 
if it is tampered with, disabled or removed.  After that, we terminate with 3 day 
notice - health and safety issue! 
*** 
We issue lease violations for the smoke alarm tampering, but we have not had 
to issue an eviction for this.  We do not have a certain number of violations a 
tenant must receive before we automatically issue an eviction. 
*** 
Smoke Alarm Policy:  First time--$100 fine; second time--eviction 
*** 
I am pretty strict on it, but if the battery is going out and they just take it out 
until we can get there, I don't charge them.  If they remove the detector, it is 
$25 plus labor. 
*** 
We are in the process of creating one and will state 2nd violation may lead to 
eviction 
*** 
Yes we do fine. $50.00 per alarm per unit. Policy states that if 
resident gets 3 violations  it becomes serious and we start eviction 
process. 
*** 
we fine them $25 for the first offense, $50 for the second, 
and potential eviction on the third. However, we're probably going to change 
that so I look forward to getting your responses. 
*** 
VERY  Do you fine?  $50.00  Do you immediately evict?  NO  How many 
violations before you evict?  2 
*** 
When we find a resident has tampered with the smoke alarm we immediately 
set up a conferenc with them. We type up and hand them a termination of lease 
for violating our policy but work with them on this FIRST ONE. However, they 
cannot tamper with the smoke alarm during the next 12 months or their lease 
will be terminated.  It seems better to hand them the termination at the 
conference than just sending it out in the mail or posting it on their door and 
THEN have a conference. 
*** 
yes  Do you fine? 50 Do you immediately evict? After second fine How many 
violations before you evict? after 2 



*** 
We are very strict with the Smoke alarms  the first time they are not in good 
working order is a $50.00 charge and if not paid on time a $30.00 late fee is 
added and the very next time the smoke alarm is inoperable it is eviction. We 
have never had to evict for the smoke alarm; however our policy is such that we 
can. 
*** 
If our inspector/maintenance person finds a non-working smoke alarm in the 
unit we fine our residents $25.00.  It is their responsibility to check them and 
report if they are not working. 
*** 
We are very strict on the smoke alarm policy. Residents are charged $100 + one 
months rent and many times evicted. 
*** 
Yes, we do fine, on the 2nd violation we evict. 
*** 
n most cases, they have one strike and then they are out. Typically 
there is an accidental damage issue and if it goes for more than a day, I read 
them the riot act. The next time they are out. If there is no accidental damage 
issue and smoke alarm is not working, then they are out on health and safety 
violation. In 18 years I've luckily only had one person evicted based on a smoke 
alarm issue. It was beeping so he took it down instead of calling me. His 
neighbor about had a heart attack about the lack of a working alarm next door. 
My residents are great about policing this and leaks. 
*** 
We fine the first time ... 3 times (fined each time) and your gone. 
*** 
We have a one-time $50 fine if the smoke alarm is found to be unhooked or if 
the battery is missing.  If the violation recurs, lease termination follows. 
*** 
It is my understanding we cannot charge for bad behavior, now if they are 
ruining the smoke alarm we can charge for the cost and labor to install another.  
I tell the resident they can be evicted for tampering with the smoke alarm but I 
have never had to do anything, third strike and they are out. 
*** 
We haven't had too many problems with this. If we have to replace smoke alarm 
they are charged for it. If we find the smoke alarm has been tampered with we 
give them a warning that they can be evicted for doing so. The second time it 
happens they are evicted. 
*** 
We are very strict and apply the $100 fine per the Property Code.  Some 
managers are a little bit more lenient and will not charge the $100 fine, but will 
charge the cost to repair/replace the smoke alarm on the first infraction.  We do 
issue a lease violation notice for every offense. 
*** 



Our lease states that we are allowed to fine them $100 for each offense. In 
addition, we are also allowed to charge them one month additional rent; which 
we have not done.  We have charged tenants the fine and usually put them on a 
payment agreement if they cannot afford to pay the entire amount. If they 
repeat, then most managers will fine them the $100.00  We do not immediately 
evict or have seen a situation where we have evicted for repeated violations.  No 
more than 3 violations or we normally continue to charge the $100 fine until 
they come into compliance.  We are not aware of any evictions to date for this 
violation. 
 


